CANADIANA 

c  > 
DEC  1  0  1985 

Liberia 


a  newsletter  for  Alberta  Agriculture  staff 


November,  1985 


ort  Vermilion 
istory  in  the 
aking 


an  often  overlooked  locality  known 
the  lower  Peace,  six  of  Alberta 
iculture's  field  staff  are  making 
tory  as  they  work  in  an  area  that's 
11  being  pioneered. 

claimed  as  Alberta  Agriculture's 
st  northerly  district  office,  Fort 
rmilion  is  headquarters  for  DA's, 
ck  Klippenstein  and  Arvid  Aasen; 
E,  Cathy  Wahl;  loans  officers,  Bill 
rt  and  Ron  Jones;  and  secretary, 

es  Rosenberger.  As  a  team,  they 
vide  production,  financial 
nagement  and  marketing  support  to 
local  farming  community. 

ey  share  the  Agriculture  Canada 
ilding  with  research  scientists  on 
experimental  farm  which  was 
ablished  in  1908. 

e  Fort  Vermilion  district  office  is 

ewhat  unique.  The  major 

erence  between  it  and  other  district 
ices  arises  from  the  producers  it 
'ists.  A  large  majority  of  farmers, 
led  "the  new  pioneers",  are  working 
first  generation  farms.  As  a  result, 

y're  challenged  by  problems 

erent  from  those  usually 

erienced  by  beginning  farmers,  and 

district  office  staff  must  help  them 

1  with  these  problems. 

th  their  help,  progress  has  been 
de  in  the  area.  In  the  past  10  years, 
eat  and  canola  acreage  has 
reased  94  per  cent  and  the  number 
armers  who  are  transforming  vast 
nds  of  poplar  into  homestead  land 
itinues  to  increase. 

'  Klippenstein  says  the  most 
ion  problem  these  pioneers  face  is 
of  awareness  among  people 


throughout  Alberta  that  farming  does 
actually  exist  in  this  region.  "People 
look  at  where  we're  located  on  the  map 
and  think  the  only  thing  up  here  is 
oilfields  and  moose  pasture,"  he  says. 

Rick  says  about  90  per  cent  of  his  time 
is  spent  dealing  directly  with  farmers, 
providing  them  with  information  on 
adaption  of  better  varieties,  fertilizer 
use,  weed' control  and  better 
management  practices. 

The  experimental  farm  has  been  the 
focuapCmuch  vital  crop  research. 
Federal  and  provincial  agriculture  staff 
work  together  to  investigate  methods  of 
improving  crop  production.  Their 
ongoing  research  has  paid  off  with  some 
noteworthy  agricultural  achievements. 

Two  new  crop  varieties  were  developed: 
Noralta  flax  in  the  1960's  and  Peace 
Alfalfa  in  the  1970's. 

Because  of  the  region's  climate  -- 
relatively  warm  and  semi-arid  -  and 
the  abundant  supply  of  water  from  the 
Peace  River  and  its  tributaries,  there's 
good  potential  for  irrigation.  For  the 
past  two  years,  Arvid  Aasen  has  been 


managing  a  Farming  for  the  Future 
irrigation  project.  Trials  have  been 
carried  out  to  demonstrate  the  effect 
of  irrigation  on  the  seed  yields  of 
wheat,  barley,  canola,  alfalfa  and  on 
the  production  of  alfalfa  hay. 

Farmers  have  also  seen  changes  in 
the  varieties  grown  in  the  area. 
Varietal  testing  has  been  useful  to 
farmers  in  determining  how  southern 
varieties  perform  in  the  region  and  in 
developing  new  varieties  specifically 
suited  to  it. 

The  lower  Peace  is  gradually  getting 
more  attention.  In  early  September, 
21  Alberta  farm  writers  toured  this 
region  to  get  a  first-hand  look  at 
northern  agriculture  and  its  people. 
The  staff  at  the  Fort  Vermilion  office 
were  instrumental  in  planning  this 
enlightening  and  highly  successful 
tour. 

Considering  their  keen  enthusiasm 
for  this  remote  and  dynamic  region,  it 
seems  appropriate  to  give  these  six 
staff  members  some  much-deserved 
recognition  for  their  contribution  to 
northern  agriculture.  □ 
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EXTENSION  OFFICE 


Meet  the  field  staff  from  Fort  Vermilion:  L-R  Rick  Klippenstein,  Cathy  Wahl, 
Bill  Hart,  Agnes  Rosenberger  and  Arvid  Aasen.  Missing  -  Ron  Jones 


CBC  to  feature  two 
Alberta  Agriculture 
films  

Two  Alberta  Agriculture  films,  The 
Weather  Picture  and  A  Matter  of  Soil, 
will  be  highlighted  as  part  of  the 
CBC/Alberta  Motion  Picture 
Industries  Association  (AMPIA) 
showcase  entitled  "Alberta 
Filmmakers  at  Work". 

The  Weather  Picture  deals  with 
weather  and  how  it  affects  agriculture. 
"We  in  the  cities  are  largely  cushioned 
from  the  weather,  while  farmers  are 
exposed  to  it  daily,"  says  producer  Tom 
Dodd  with  the  broadcast  media  branch. 
Part  of  the  purpose  of  The  Weather 
Picture  is  to  give  urban  people  an 
appreciation  of  what  farmers  have  to 
contend  with  in  order  to  produce  food. 

The  film  shows  how  satellites  and 
computers  are  making  weather 
forecasting  quicker  and  more  accurate, 
how  plant  breeders  are  developing  crop 
varieties  that  grow  more  quickly  and 
resist  frost  and  drought,  and  how  water 
management  makes  agricultural 
production  possible  in  dry  southern 
Alberta. 

The  award- winning,  A  Matter  of  Soil, 
discusses  the  problem  of  declining  soil 
fertility  resulting  from  some  current 
management  practices  such  as 
summerfallowing  and  excessive 
tillage. 

The  decline  can  be  halted  and  organic 
matter  levels  improved  by  various  soil 
management  practices  shown  in  the 
film.  Continuous  cropping  is  one  such 
practice.  The  film  also  discusses  the 
four  main  soil  types  found  in  the 
prairies  and  the  varying  amounts  of 
organic  matter  in  each. 

CBC  will  air  The  Weather  Picture  on 
December  8  at  3:00  p.m.  and  A  Matter 
of  Soil  on  December  22  at  3:30  p.m. 
However,  these  dates  and  times  are 
subject  to  change  so  check  your  local 
listings.  □ 


Extension 
animals 

The  Swine  Specialist 


This  dapper  animal  is  found  most  often 
near  perfume  stores.  One  of  a  variety 
of  specialists,  the  swine  is  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  (at  least  according  to 
the  swine  himself).  Good-natured  and 
attentive,  this  animal  has  been  known 
to  fly  into  a  rage  at  the  words  "pork 
bellies"! 

The  DHE 


The  birds  are  known  for  their  colorful 
plumage  and  vivid  facial  coloring. 
Colors  are  usually  the  most  brilliant 
during  their  monthly  "meeting"  phase. 
At  this  time  their  flocking  instinct  is 
strongest. 

These  are  very  talkative  birds,  and  are 
known  to  be  very  fussy  about  not  only 
their  diet,  but  also  the  diet  of  other 
animals.  They  have  a  strong 
preference  for  wholewheat  crackers.  □ 


Deputy  Minister's 
Column  

Social  interaction  among  fellow  staff 
members  can  be  one  of  the  most 
rewarding  aspects  of  any  workplace. 
Not  only  does  it  give  staff  members  an 
opportunity  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  one  another,  but  it 
promotes  good  morale  among 
employees  by  creating  a  positive 
atmosphere  and  a  sense  of 
camaraderie. 

Alberta  Agriculture  is  fortunate  to 
have  exceptional  social  committees  at 
headquarters  in  Edmonton  and  in  each 
of  the  six  regional  offices  that  have 
been  successful  in  fulfilling  the 
department's  social  needs. 

Bonspiels,  family  camping  trips, 
fishing  derbies,  baseball  tournaments, 
and  of  course  Christmas  parties,  are 
just  a  few  of  the  events  that  we've 
enjoyed  thanks  to  members  of  our 
social  committees. 

Since  most  of  these  same  individuals 
are  also  very  busy  in  the 
administration  of  department 
programs  and  new  initiatives  while 
continuing  to  organize  these  social 
activities,  they  deserve  special 
recognition. 

The  benefits  of  social  activity  among 
staff  are,  without  doubt,  significant 
and  the  continuation  of  our  social 
committees'  function  is  fully  supported 
by  senior  management. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  thanks  to  all  social 
committee  members  for  the  time  and 
effort  they've  contributed  to  an 
essential  component  of  our 
employment  with  Alberta  Agriculture. 
Your  dedication  is  appreciated  by 
everyone.  □ 

H.B.  McEwen 


Agriculture  Yesteryear  Caption  Contest 


We  had  a  good  response  to  the  first  caption  contest  with  a  total  of  18  entries.  Here  are  the  results:  Dan  Cole  of  the  crop 
protection  branch  in  Edmonton  won  with  his  caption:  "We  should  try  a  higher  gear."  First  runner-up  was  Garry  Kitz, 
loans  officer  at  Vegreville,  who  submitted:  "Now  where's  the  boss  with  the  laser  beam  level  and  the  drainage  tile?"  John 
Timmermans  with  the  soils  branch  at  Airdrie  was  second  runner-up  with:  "Uphill?!  You're  joking,  right?  Tell  me  you're 
joking." 

Dan  wins  an  Agriculture  Yesteryear 
personalized  notepad. 


Here  are  the  contest  rules  if  you  plan 
to  enter  this  month: 

-  one  caption  per  submission 

-  include  your  name,  branch  and 
telephone  number  with  submission 

-  print  clearly 

-  only  tasteful  captions  accepted; 
indelicate  ones  will  be  discarded 

-  all  entries  must  be  received  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  in  which  the 
photo  appears 

-  judges'  decision  is  final 
Send  entries  to:  Agriculture 
Yesteryear  Caption  Contest 

c/o  Print  Media  Branch 
Main  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Building 


"We  should  try  a  higher  gear"  Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6 


Submit  your  caption  for  this  photo  by  November  15th. 


tiiemove 


Welcome  to  the  following  people  who 
have  joined  Alberta  Agriculture:  Neil 
MacAlpine,  farm  water  management 
engineer  with  the  conservation  and 
development  branch;  Robert  Dunn, 
district  agriculturist  at  Stettler;  Lucia 
Russel,  clerk  typist  with  the  4-H 
branch  in  Edmonton;  Rosemary 
O'Donoghue,  lab  technician  at  the 
swine  breeding  centre  at  Leduc; 
Maureen  Osborne,  clerk  typist  at  the 
Pincher  Creek  district  office;  Edith 
Ruzsicska,  lab  technician,  reference 
labs  branch,  O.S.  Longman  Building; 
Gerald  Ollis,  veterinarian  with  the 
preventative  medicine  branch;  Peter 
Hesketh,  systems  analyst  with  the 
systems  development  branch;  Carrie 
Dusterhoft,  film  librarian  with 
information  services;  Pat  Chornohus, 
clerk  typist  with  information  services, 
(who's  replacing  Burnadene  Ebanks 
who's  on  maternity  leave). 

Transfers:  Jo-Ann  Hall  transferred 
from  Sangudo  to  High  River  as  DHE; 
Marian  Williams,  DHE,  transferred 
from  Olds  to  Camrose;  DA's  who 
transferred  were  Bruce  Friedel,  from 
Pincher  Creek  to  Sedgewick;  Ray 
Maubert,  from  Grimshaw  to  Foremost; 
Jerome  Manchur  from  Ryley  to 
Wainwright. 

The  following  people  have  left  Alberta 
Agriculture  and  we  wish  them  well: 
Marcia  O'Connor  Goebel,  Wendy 
McLeod,  Mike  Doggart,  Beverly 
Ziegler,  Lewis  Pollard,  Kay  Kairm, 
Carol  Ann  Hill,  Bohdan  Chomiak, 
Marlene  Miller,  Lawrence 
McKnight,  Helene  Maynard.  □ 


winners 

Alan  Hall,  regional  director  at  Red 
Deer,  wrote  to  thank  Frank  Kehoe, 
Dave  Yakabuski,  Don  Scheer,  and 
Elwin  Grattidge  for  an  excellent 
presentation  to  Region  III  staff  on  the 
Alberta  Feed  Grain  Market 
Adjustment  Program.  Those  in 
attendance  said  the  presentation  was 
orderly,  effective  and  made  the  whole 
program  guide  understandable.  John 
Hermans  of  the  conservation  and 
development  branch  expressed  his 
thanks  to  Joyce  Hill,  an  artist  with 
the  print  media  branch,  for  the 
exceptional  job  she  did  on  the  on-farm 
water  management  poster.  These 
vividly-colored  posters  are  educational 
and  fun  to  look  at  and  are  available  at 
all  district  and  regional  offices.  □ 

Wishing  Bob  a 
speedy  recovery 


"We  have  had  many  enquiries 
regarding  Bob  Simmermon, 
leadership  and  training  specialist  at 
Airdrie. 

After  two  serious  operations  the  road  to 
recovery  has  been  long.  Several  staff 
members  have  visited  Bob  and  his 
family.  Our  general  consensus  is  that 
Bob's  positive  attitude  and 
determination  are  such  that  he  will  be 
back  at  work  soon  --  possibly  early  in 
1986. 

We're  sure  that  all  who  know  Bob  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  the  good  news  and 
will  continue  to  wish  him  a  speedy 
recovery.  Bob  appreciates  the  cards 
and  encouragement  from  his  colleagues 
and  friends."  □ 

-Airdrie  Regional  Office 
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•    At  what  culinary  event  at  the 
J  .G.  O'Donoghue  building  was 
spanakopitta  (Greece),  empanada 
(Philippines),  spazz  (Spazzland), 
pyroghys,  and  English  trifle  served? 


r  W#  Who  is  the  president  of  the 
Alberta  Institute  of  Agrologists? 


a 


When  is  Alberta  Sheep 
Symposium  1985? 


4, 


•    What  new  Alberta 
government-sponsored  scholarship 
was  presented  on  September  26,  1985? 

*  J%    Who  won  the  third  annual 
rickshaw  race  between  Agriculture 
and  Public  Works  on  October  10th? 


6. 


What  comes  in  six  different 
colors  and  is  distributed  to  45,000 
parents  in  Alberta? 


Answers 
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